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The VEIN Platform:
an important tool for delivering 

high quality evidence
S Onida BSc(Hons) MD PhD FRCSVasc on behalf of VEIN Collaboration Group

Honorary Senior Lecturer in Vascular Surgery and Consultant Vascular Surgeon
Imperial College London
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Disclosures
• NIHR Accelerator Award Funding
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Venous leg ulceration

VE N
Venous leg ulcErs: management and 

eradIcatioN - VEIN Platform Study

CEAP Pooled prevalence

C0 9%

C1 26%

C2 19%

C3 8%

C4 5%

C5 1%

C6 0.42%

Epidemiology

• 2008 – 2018
• No major change in 
prevalence
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Randomised Controlled Trials

• Recruitment
• Time to results
• Time to publication
• Inclusion of novel 

technologies
• Industry integration
• Infrastructure
• COVID
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Platform Trial

• Single infrastructure 
• Multiple arms and 

interventions
• Single control arm
• Infrastructure able to 

add/ remove 
interventions
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48,528 participants
191 active sites

• 12,431 participants
• 21,876 randomisations
• 61 current or 

completed 
interventions

• In 17 domains

A Randomised, Embedded, Multi-factorial, Adaptive 
Platform Trial for Community-Acquired Pneumonia
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VEIN platform

• Accelerator award to set up platform infrastructure
• Started 1st March 2023 
• Aim submission of NIHR bid in November 2023
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WS1
Evidence synthesis
Research priorities

WS2
Key platform members

WS3
Trial characteristics

WS4
Consensus on the 

research

WS5
Finalised application
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Questionnaires

Interviews

Focus groups

Meetings
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VENOUS LEG 
ULCERATION

PREVENTATIVE

Progression of chronic venous disease

Prevention of post thrombotic syndrome

Prevention of recurrence

INTERVENTIONAL

Wound intervention

Debridement

Skin grafting

Skin substitutes

Venous intervention

Endothermal ablation

Non thermal non tumescent techniques

Sclerotherapy

CHIVA

Sub ulcer plexus

Perforator management

Deep venous stenting

Deep venous reconstruction

MEDICAL

Sulodexide

Flavonoids

Pentoxyfilline

Aspirin

Statins

Antibiotics

OTHER

Electromagnetic therapy

Ultrasound

Extracorporeal shock wave therapy

Zinc

CONSERVATIVE

Lifestyle

Weight loss

Smoking cessation

Exercise

Self management

Knowledge and training

Patient empowerment

Empowerment of family, carers and friends

Compression

Bandaging

Stockings

Wraps

Intermittent pneumatic compression devices

Exercise
Mobility

Physiotherapy

Wound care

Dressings

Management of infection

Hyperbaric oxygen

Biological modulation

SERVICE ORGANISATION

Community

Access

Wound care

Dressings

Compression

Secondary / tertiary care

Referral pathways

Postcode lottery

Funding
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Final design
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Applicants/Collaborators
• Alun Davies
• Sarah Onida
• Francine Heatley
• Layla Bolton
• Steve Black
• Matt Bown
• Cassandra Brookes
• Dan Carradice
• Ian Chetter
• Ed Waddingham
• Shaun Barber
• Salvatore Di Puma

• Justin Waring
• David Wingfield
• Tom Withers
• Jo Dumville
• Leanne Atkin
• Safa Salim
• Kavita Vedhara
• Thanos Saratzis
• Nina Linnit
• David Epstein
• Natalia Klimowska

• Manj Gohel
• Nicholas Johnson
• Adam Gwozdz
• Narayan Karunanithy
• Marcus Jepson
• Adarsh Babber
• Azeem Majeed
• Gavin Murphy
• John Norrie
• Tom Pinkney
• Steven Rogers
• Peter Hutchinson
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Thank you 
• Questions

• If you wish to be involved email:
 f.heatley@imperial.ac.uk or veinplatform@imperial.ac.uk

VE N
Venous leg ulcErs: management and 

eradIcatioN - VEIN Platform Study

mailto:f.heatley@imperial.ac.uk
mailto:veinplatform@imperial.ac.uk

