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Disclosures

• Nothing to disclose

OUTLINE

• Open AAA repair
• Why consider the retro-peritoneal approach
• The right RP approach
• Tips and tricks
• Outcomes

Open AAA Repair
• Increasing?
•Graft explant
• Surgeon’s
experience
• In the U.S. >80% of
AAA repair is EVAR

Dansey et al. JVS 2021;74:414

Open Aortic Repair

• March 29,1951:
Charles Dubost

73 years!

Left Retroperitoneal Approach
• Preferred approach
• Advantages:
• Avoids viscera
• Better suprarenal exp.
• Less fluid shifts
• Less painful
• Respiratory comp

• Inflam AAA

DISADVANTAGES:
• Right iliac
• Hernia?
• Less familiar
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Left Retroperitoneal
• Suprarenal clamp
• Visceral vessels
• Access to left renal
• Left Iliac

Right Retroperitoneal
• Colostomy
• Situs inversus
• Large right iliac
aneurysm
• Right renal reconst.

Our Experience
• AAA Patients
• LLQ colostomy
• Not candidates for
EVAR
•Good candidates for
OAR

Imaging

Imaging
• No proximal neck
• Not suitable for EVAR

Surgical Approach
• Positioning
•Mirror image
• IVC in the way
• Kidney down
• Liver
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Access to Right Renal Artery

Albany Experience
• 6076 RP
• 219 rRP (3.6%)

SUMMARY
• Right retroperitoneal approach is useful
• Surgeons should be familiar with it
• In a busy practice, ~3% of open repair is done through

the right retroperitoneal approach
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