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Accessory Veins And Their 
Impact On Recurrence

Kerstin Schick, Munich

2. Possible Numbness: Temporary numbness may occur due to 
injury or irritation of skin nerves.

- The anterior accessory saphenous vein (ASV) is a 
special anterior tributary of the GSV
- draining the antero-lateral region of the thigh
- occurs in 50% of the patients1
-

1  Mühlberger D, Morandini L, Brenner E. Venous valves and major superficial tributary veins
near the saphenofemoral junction. J Vasc Surg 2009; 49: 1562–1569Schünke M, Schulte E, Schumacher U. Prometheus LernAtlas der 

Anatomie. Allgemeine Anatomie und Bewegungssystem. Illustra
tionen von Voll M und Wesker K. 5., vollständig überarbei tete
Auflage. Stuttgart: Thieme 2018
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ASV received more attention due to better ultrasound
diagnostics and easier treatment option
- statement regarding the ASV within the ultrasound is always
mandatory

An incompetent ASV as the reason for reflzx is seen in ca. 7-
11% 

The incompetent ASV could harm 
lots of symptoms – the treatment 

would be recommended
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But what to do, if only the 
GSV is incompetent and the 
AVS is competent but there?

Recurrence of varicose veins after endovenous ablation of the great saphenous vein in randomized trials
Thomas F O'Donnell 1, Ethan M Balk 2, Meghan Dermody 3, Erica Tangney 3, Mark D Iafrati 3
J Vasc Surg Venous Lymphat Disord. 2016 Jan;4(1):97-105.

After endovenous ablation
of the great saphenous vein a recurrence
occurs predominantly via a residual anterior
saphenous vein (ASV)

Five year
r e s u l t s o f g r e a t S a p h e n o u s v e i n t r e a t m e n t : a m e t a
analysis.Hamann SAS, Giang J, De Maeseneer MGR,
Nijsten TEC, van den Bos RR (2017) Eur J VascEndovascSurg
54:760–770

But even it will occure as a 
reflux vein in the future,
Could we treat a healthy vein? 

The anterior saphenous vein. Part 2. Anatomic considerations in normal and refluxing 
patients. Endorsed by the American Vein and Lymphatic Society, the American Venous Forum, 
and the International Union of Phlebology
Alberto Caggiati 1, Nicos Labropoulos 2, Edward M Boyle 3, Rachel Drgastin 4, Antonios 

Gasparis 2, Suat Doganci 5, Mark Meissner 6

J Vasc Surg Venous Lymphat Disord. 2024 May;12(3):101855.

Conclusion

There is currently no
clear

recommendation for
the standard

treatment of a 
healthy ASV with
every operation

Personal Opinion

Patients should be informed about
the risk of recurrence due to ASV

Synchron treatment of the ASV if
the patient request it

I WOULD DO SO ON MY OWN LEG
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