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TCAR IN PATIENTS WITH 
DIFFICULT ANATOMY: 
TIPS AND TRICKS
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OUTLINE

• TCAR criteria
• What to do with short CCA
• Tips and tricks

TCAR criteria
• Length of CCA
• Lesion charact.

Wu et al. JVS 2019; 69:1452 

TCAR Criteria

Wu et al. JVS 2019; 69:1452 



11/22/24

2

TCAR sheath What to do if CCA too short?

DiLosa et al. JVSCIT 2023; 9:1

TCAR Conduit

DiLosa et al. JVSCIT 2023; 9:1

TCAR complication

Dissection!!

Second option
• Tunnel off the chest 
wall
• Below clavicle
• Try to keep a 45° to 
avoid dissection

Case 1
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Case 2

70 yo man presents to ED 
with symptomatic 
recurrent left carotid 
stenosis.
Received neck radiation 
for vocal cord cancer in 
2000.
He previously had Left 
tfCAS in 2006 and Right 
tfCAS in 2010 

SUMMARY
• TCAR criteria are not always present
• With a short CCA, 6 mm Dacron conduit
• Tunnel off the chest below the clavicle
• Maintain a 45° angle to avoid complications


