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Integrated Vascular Positions vs.
 Total US Applicants
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Vascular vs. Gen Surg
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Longitudinal Analysis of the Career Decisions Made by Recipients of SAVS 
Scholarship
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Sheahan, III, MD2;1  Tu la n e  U n ive rs ity  S c h o o l o f M e d ic in e ; 2  D iv is io n  o f Va s c u la r a n d  E n d o v a s c u la r S u rg e ry, L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n ive rs ity ; 3  D iv is io n  o f Va s c u la r a n d  E n d o v a s c u la r S u rg e ry, U n ive rs ity  o f A la b a m a  a t B irm in g h a m ; 4  D iv is io n  o f Va s c u la r a n d  E n d o v a s c u la r S u rg e ry, U n ive rs ity  o f V irg in ia , C h a rlo tte s v ille ; 5  D iv is io n  o f Va s c u la r a n d  E n d o v a s c u la r S u rg e ry, M e d ic a l C o lle g e  o f G e o rg ia  a t  A u g u s ta .

Methods
Retrospective review of 
scholarship recipients' 
demographic data and 
ultimate choice of 
residency or
fellowship

This is the first study to 
measure the efficacy of a 
vascular surgery society 
scholarship

SAVS Scholarship is 
effective in recruiting 
qualified residents and 
students to vascular 
training programs

Further outreach may be 
effective in reducing 
vascular workforce 
disparities in gender, race, 
ethnicity, and geographic 
practice location

Results:
- 30 (31.2%) scholarship participants matched into

vascular surgery to date
- 40 (41.2%) scholarship  participants remain eligible to

choose vascular as a career
- The majority of recipients who matched into vascular 

are female (66.7%)

Conclusions: 
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Exposure

● Vascular surgery was 
recognized as a distinct speciality 
of surgery in 2005 by the American 
Board of Surgery

● Exposure to vascular surgery 
during medical school is variable

● Little data is available regarding the 
factors that influence medical 
students to pursue vascular surgery
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LSU School of Medicine

• First Year – Specialty Elective
• Second Year – Longitudinal Elective
• Third Year – Surgery Clerkship – Specialty Elective 

Medicine Clerkship – Career Planning Elective

Dear Mal,

We think you’re an idiot.

Please leave us alone.

Best,
The Dean’s Office

I am familiar with this specialty

• Internal Medicine 93%
•General Surgery 85%
•Obstetrics/Gynecology 96%
•Vascular Surgery 2%

Who would you consult for a peripheral 
angiogram?

Interventional Radiology – 56%
Vascular Surgery– 31%

Primary Care
Cardiology

Hospitalist
Neurologist

Emergency Medicine

Medical School

•Curriculum requirements vague
• “biochemistry”  “anatomy”  “surgery”
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Dean’s Letter

• Five Tiers
• Tier 1-5  Excellent to Outstanding

Medical School Curricula

• Cushing’s Syndrome
• Graves’ Disease
• Primary Hypoparathyroidism

• PAD

500,000

10,000,000

Recruitment

•Mentorship
•Scholarship programs

Identity

•Medical schools are the swing states
•LCME
•NBME


